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Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, the
Founding Fathers understood the im-
portant role that our farmers and
ranchers would play in the construc-
tion of our great Nation, and Congress
has always played a pivotal role as a
friend to our agriculture community.

The USMCA is an agreement that
would strengthen trade relations with
two of our largest trading partners,
Mexico and Canada, and would give a
much-needed boost to the American
farmer.

In August of this year, I toured Mis-
sissippi with the Mississippi Farm Bu-
reau Federation. During these visits,
and in subsequent meetings, the Mis-
sissippi agriculture community has
consistently discussed the importance
of the USMCA and asked for its ap-
proval.

Unfortunately, the House majority
has chosen impeachment instead of
ratifying this trade agreement. The
majority is prioritizing a partisan po-
litical process over substantive policy
issues that would strengthen our coun-
try.

Madam Speaker, I ask that we focus
on the real work that needs to be ac-
complished this year and pass the
USMCA in support of our Nation’s
farmers and ranchers.

——————

STANDING UP FOR DREAMERS

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the thousands of
Dreamers in my district and the 800,000
Dreamers across the country threat-
ened with deportation due to the ad-
ministration’s decision to rescind
DACA.

It is unconscionable that our Dream-
ers are now at risk of being separated
from their families and removed from
the only country they know as home.

In addition to the sound economic,
educational, and moral arguments we
are hearing today, there is another ar-
gument for DACA, one that, as a doc-
tor, I know needs our attention. That
is the public health argument.

Doing away with DACA would mean
the U.S. could lose over 27,000
healthcare workers and support staff
around the country. At a time when we
can least afford it, we would lose
nurses, physicians, EMTs, and hospital
workers, people who have spent their
careers making our Nation healthier
and whose absence would bring our
public health great harm.

That is why I cosponsored, and the
House passed, H.R. 6, the American
Dream and Promise Act, so that 800,000
Dreamers who work, are in school,
have joined the military, or are work-
ing to improve our public health on a
daily basis can live without fear of de-
portation.

I urge Senate Majority Leader
MCCONNELL to stop playing games and
have a vote. Let’s get H.R. 6 passed.
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SUPPORTING NATIONAL
APPRENTICESHIP WEEK

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support, as others have said,
of National Apprenticeship Week.

The Republican-led Congress and
President Trump jumpstarted Amer-
ica’s economy, making it the best in
the world. There has never been a bet-
ter time to enter the workforce. How-
ever, every time I am back in the dis-
trict, I hear about the need for skilled
workers.

That is why apprenticeships are abso-
lutely vital to developing America’s fu-
ture workforce. By connecting employ-
ers directly to their future workforce,
Americans have the opportunity to de-
velop technical skills while gaining
valuable work experience.

The numbers show just how success-
ful these programs are. Ninety-four
percent of those who complete an ap-
prenticeship program retain employ-
ment with an average salary of more
than $70,000.

I am proud that Georgia is leading
the way in career and technical edu-
cation and apprenticeships. For exam-
ple, in Lyons, Georgia, Chicken of the
Sea has invested millions in state-of-
the-art technology and helped train
our next generation of skilled workers
through their apprenticeship program,
creating even more jobs and promoting
economic opportunity throughout
Toombs County. We must continue
with this training.

—————

MARKING 550TH ANNIVERSARY OF
BIRTH OF GURU NANAK

(Ms. SPANBERGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker,
across central Virginia, our Sikh
neighbors are celebrating the 550th an-
niversary of the birth of Guru Nanak,
the first Sikh guru.

They are celebrating the man whose
teachings have shaped the core beliefs
of their families throughout the cen-
turies, and they are remembering Guru
Nanak’s unwavering commitment to
the plight of the poor, his push for
equality for all, and his fight against
discrimination.

Amid constant threats of invasion
and disease, Guru Nanak encouraged
his followers to focus on what united
their people, not what divided them. In
a world consumed by lies and deceit, he
taught them to pursue truth. While
others sought to destroy and disregard
the Earth’s resources, Guru Nanak
taught his followers to be responsible
stewards of the land.

In central Virginia, we have a warm,
vibrant, and strong Sikh community.
To them, I say happy Gurpurab.

I hope all of our district’s Sikh com-
munity members will have the oppor-

H8815

tunity to enjoy these special festivities
alongside family and friends, and I
thank you for your rich contributions
to our cultural, business, and faith
communities.

Together, we thank you for incor-
porating Guru Nanak’s principles of
generosity, grace, and compassion into
your daily lives. We are stronger be-
cause of you.

Madam Speaker, ‘“Waheguru ji ka
Khalsa, Waheguruji ki Fateh.” Purity
belongs to the Creator, all victory be-
longs to Him.

——————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
ADOPTION MONTH

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to National
Adoption Month.

On any given day in our country,
there are 440,000 children in the foster
care system, most for 2 to 5 years. This
holiday season, I encourage you to
open your heart to the possibility of
adopting a child. As an adoption attor-
ney, I can personally testify that you
can give no greater gift to a child with-
out a home than the security of a par-
ent.

Alternatively, foster care may be a
better option for you. My family had
the joy of fostering four beautiful chil-
dren over a 2-year period and simulta-
neously gave their birth parents the
chance to receive help to overcome
problems that led to their children’s
removal from their home.

Tampa Bay is blessed to have the
Gladney Center for Adoption, Catholic
Charities Adoption Services, Florida
Baptist Children’s Homes, Heart of
Adoptions Alliance, and others on the
front lines of this issue.

This National Adoption Month, think
of these Kkids as you sit at your
Thanksgiving table, when you shop for
Christmas, and, above all, when you
consider growing your family. They
need us.

—————

RECOGNIZING JACK AND JILL OF
AMERICA EASTERN REGION

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
last month, I had the honor of meeting
with Jack and Jill of America’s East-
ern Region teen representatives.

For the past 80 years, the Eastern Re-
gion of Jack and Jill of America has
been impacting the lives of children by
making them civically engaged, chari-
table, and selfless leaders. The develop-
ment of this club allowed children to
come together in a close, social, and
cultural relationship with one another.
This organization provides a supportive
community for mothers, children, fa-
thers, and teens to assist in the posi-
tive transformation of not only the
communities but the country.
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The Eastern Region is the largest in
the country with 56 chapters, and it
continues to provide innovative pro-
gramming in the new millennium. Be-
cause of the dedication of these indi-
viduals working with the region, the
Eastern chapters have provided over
500,000 meals to families in need in the
year 2014 to 2015.

It is a job well done by the Eastern
Region of Jack and Jill of America. We
thank them for their support, their
help, and their commitment to Amer-
ica.

——
STOP IMPEACHMENT SHAM

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker,
after several weeks in the secrecy of
the basement of this building, the im-
peachment process has moved upstairs,
and it doesn’t look a whole lot better
in the light of day.

Chairman SCHIFF has made it pretty
much a one-man show and continues to
deny a due process that you would nor-
mally see in a court of law, with bipar-
tisan input. In other modern impeach-
ment examples, you have seen input
from both sides. We are not seeing that
here. We have this really ugly display
going on of a partisan witch hunt
against President Trump.

Nothing has changed by coming up-
stairs. It doesn’t look any better under
the light of the cameras. The star wit-
nesses brought today, indeed, are not
stars at all. They weren’t even present
on the call between the President of
the United States and the Ukrainian
President.

Indeed, what we have is a sham. It
needs to stop because it is dividing our
country and dividing our ability to get
anything accomplished in this place for
the American people.

———

STOP PRACTICE OF TELE-
ABORTION

(Mr. WRIGHT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WRIGHT. Madam Speaker, the
right to terminate a pregnancy has be-
come framed as a woman’s health
issue, and yet, more and more voices
argue in favor of methods of abortion
that place a woman’s health at great
risk, such as tele-abortion, a means of
killing an unborn child by acquiring
abortion drugs and then being coached,
through telemedicine, on how to use
them.

Simple, except the woman taking the
drugs isn’t in a medical facility. No
medical personnel are present. If the
drugs don’t work as planned, and the
baby is not stillborn, it may still end
up in a dumpster, and the mother may
end up in an emergency room.

The obvious danger is why I have
filed the Tele-Abortion Prevention Act,
H.R. 4935. This is commonsense legisla-
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tion, even more so when one considers
an FDA report that states that there
have been more than 4,000 cases of seri-
ous adverse events, including more
than 1,000 that required hospitaliza-
tion.

If the woman’s health argument is
really more than subterfuge that puts
dressing on a tragedy, please join me in
passing H.R. 4935, the Tele-Abortion
Prevention Act.

———
DREAMERS ARE AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
KIRKPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
ESPAILLAT) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials in the RECORD on
the subject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. COSTA).

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about an important issue
affecting our country, and that is
Dreamers, many of whom are in Wash-
ington this week, fighting for their
lives in front of the United States Su-
preme Court.

Dreamers are Americans just like
you and me, and they should be treated
as such. When the Obama administra-
tion established the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals, these were in-
fants from 6 months to 6 years of age
and anywhere in between. These
Dreamers came here through no choice
of their own, but for them, this is the
only country they have ever known.

They were qualified and granted,
under this program enacted by the
Obama administration, to be protected
from deportation and, thus, granted a
legal status.

Since then, these young people have
made immense contributions to our so-
ciety every day. They are our friends.
They are our neighbors.

But they have been betrayed by this
administration’s cruel policies toward
migrant communities, including the ef-
forts to repeal the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, otherwise known
as DACA, and to dismantle the advance
parole initiative, which was a part of
this effort and allows Dreamers to visit
their loved ones in the event that there
is a wedding, a funeral, and some other
critical moments in their lives with
their families in the country that they
originally came from.

These cruel and shameless policies
have thrown the lives of these people,
most of them young, into chaos. They
live in fear every day, fear to see if
they will be removed, deported from
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the only home that they have ever
known, from the only country they
really have ever known.

Living with this uncertainty is not
right. It is unfair, and it is unjust. It is
not the American way.

For 243 years, America has been a
beacon of shining light for immigrants
around the world. In this case, we made
promises to protect Dreamers. If the
Supreme Court rescinds these protec-
tions, I believe Congress must keep
fighting. I will keep fighting.

I know these Dreamers. I have visited
with them. They are in my schools, in
the community colleges, and in the
State universities.
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And so I want them to know, I want
you to know because these Dreamers
reflect and represent what? The Amer-
ican Dream.

What is the American Dream? The
American Dream is about immigrants
past and immigrants present, and it is
the embodiment of what Dreamers are
a part of.

So I ask my colleagues to join with
us this afternoon in standing up and
speaking out for those Dreamers.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to my colleague from California
(Mr. VARGAS).

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from New York
for yielding.

I rise today on behalf of hundreds of
thousands of Dreamers.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court heard
arguments over the future of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, or, as
you heard, DACA recipients. This deci-
sion will determine whether nearly
800,000 Dreamers will lose their legal
protections to live and work in the
United States.

The average DACA recipient came to
the U.S. as a young child and has
called our country their home for near-
ly 20 years. Denying their legal rights
or rescinding the promise made to
them 7 years ago would be immoral and
wrong. They are students, teachers,
first responders, entrepreneurs, and
community organizers who make our
country stronger and contribute to it
every day.

Approximately 27,000 DACA recipi-
ents are currently employed as
healthcare workers and support staff.
Rescinding DACA would be a direct
threat to the public health, as we heard
from our colleague, Dr. RuUIlz. We rely
on these people. So, at this moment, it
would be a disaster to not give them
the legal status they need to remain in
our country.

DACA recipients and their house-
holds hold a combined $24.1 billion in
spending power each year. In addition,
DACA recipients boost Social Security
and Medicare through payroll taxes.

Many DACA recipients have com-
pleted high school, entered 4-year col-
leges and universities, and graduated.
College enrollment rates have dramati-
cally increased for DACA-eligible indi-
viduals, and completion rates have
skyrocketed.
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